MINUTES

HYNDLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

MEETING 26 MARCH 2015 7PM 

Present
Parents





Staff
Gary Howorth (Chair)



Maura McNeil (Head Teacher) ('MM')

Myrna O'Donnell (Secretary)



Louise Edgerton (Depute Head Teacher)

Andrew Cruickshank




Barry Mochan (Depute Head Teacher)

Jane Grove






Dorothy Hooper 




Apologies
Fiona Howorth





Rachel McNeill




Alison Guthrie (Treasurer)

Jackie Murray





John Murray
Amanda Storey






Matters discussed











1
Welcome and Introductions
2
Approval of minutes of previous meeting (pre circulated)

2.1
One correction to the draft minutes of the meeting of 5 February 2015 was noted at point 2 
action point 9, which should refer to Amanda Storey rather than Jane Grove.  Subject to that 
correction, the minutes were approved by Fiona Howorth and seconded by Jane Grove.

3
Matters arising from minutes and update on action points

3.1
Action points 1, 2 and 3 carried forward.  Action point 4 cleared.  Some parents noted their 
increasing disappointment with the pitch not being available for use outwith school hours. 
This has been raised with a variety of people/organisations to no avail.  As the pitch is run 
by Amey, it was considered that further discussion by the Parent Council would not bring 
any benefit.
3.2
The proposal to maintain the current system was run past the staff.  There could be moves 
from Education Services and HMI to require change.  MM's view is that 8 subjects are too 
much for internal assessment and a burden on S4 pupils.  No change is proposed for 
current S3 pupils.  Consultation re broad general education is not happening yet and pupils 
at present can do between 5 to 8 subjects depending on ability.
4
Head Teacher Report
4.1
MM provided her report, which is summarised below:

· Information evening well attended with positive evaluations.  Visits to primaries completed;

· S1 IDL week plans in place, sustainability theme.  Parents' evening well attended and good feedback;

· S2 course choices underway and parent information evening held.  Careers carousel (new) organised for next week;

· S3 funding 3 eight week courses for boys and girls (I lead, shine, strength) to build esteem;

· S4 - S6 led more study skills workshops.  Final tracking report next week.  Good uptake for S5.  Spring revision arranged.  National 4 only has a GCC programme for 3 weeks;

· S5/6 confident leavers programme.  All college applicants have had interview coaching.  Some employers have been into the school.  The final tracking report is due next week.  The prom is in hand and the year book nearly finished with the leavers' ceremony in April;

· DoE up and running;

· Netball team in final U17 open school cup and 4 representing Scotland at U17 level.  New member of staff needed;

· c£2,000 raised for Comic Relief.  Easter eggs being collected for foodbank;

· Talent show funds for Cancer Research for member of staff;

· HILLS funding for development officer (Hyndland can access training facilities).


5
Revised 'Code of Conduct'
5.1
A steering group of 8 pupils drafted a revised 'Code of Conduct' which has been presented to 
other pupils and is being presented to parents and to staff to gather feedback around the 8 
indicators used in local education in Getting It Right For Every Child ('GIRFEC').  The 
proposal to replace the Code has been met positively.  The parents split into 3 groups to 
discuss the draft Code with one of the pupils present and provide feedback.  

6
Update on fundraising activities 
6.1
The dance night was fun but not a lot of people attended.  After paying £145 in costs for DJ 
etc, it made a profit of £100 [thanks to Jane Grove again for organising].  Jane has also 
arranged another quiz night in March but, due to issues with ticket information and another 
event on the same evening, is unsure as to its success.

6.2
Carried forward to next meeting.

7
AOB 
7.1
The school made a plea to the Parent Council to contribute to the Loch Eil trip as the cost 
has increased and subsidies and grants decreased and support is given to families who can't 
afford payment.  The school will also fundraise to contribute towards this.  In principle, the 
parents present were happy to do so but, in the treasurer's absence, were unsure as to the 
current balance held by the Parent Council.  Contribution to be agreed at the next meeting. 

7.2
Dorothy Hooper will attend PC Essentials training.    

Action points









Responsible
1
To consider other potential funding sources




All

2
Laura Forrester to be contacted regarding applications for grants.

Myrna O'Donnell

3
To check with Cleveden High School how its pitch can be open 

Helen Willis


outwith school hours.

4
To finalise February minutes for inclusion in school website

Myrna O'Donnell

5
Agree donation to Loch Eil trip (AG to advise monies available)

All
