MINUTES

HYNDLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

MEETING 11 JUNE 2015 7PM 

Present
Parents





Staff
Gary Howorth (Chair)



Laura Forrester (Depute Head Teacher)

Myrna O'Donnell (Secretary)



John Greechan (Depute Head Teacher)
Alison Guthrie (Treasurer)



Barry Mochan (Depute Head Teacher)
Amy Bednarz






Jane Grove





Apologies
Dorothy Hooper





Jackie Murray





Maura McNeil (Head Teacher) 

John Murray





Andrew Cruickshank 








Fiona Howorth







Rachel McNeill








Amanda Storey
Matters discussed











1
Welcome and Introductions
2
Approval of minutes of previous meeting – 14 May 2015 (pre circulated)

2.1
The minutes were approved by Dorothy Hooper and seconded by John Murray.

3
Matters arising from minutes/update on action points

3.1
Action point 1 to be carried forward (LF will contact DH to start process).  Action point 2 to 
be removed as previously agreed nothing further can be done via Parent Council with regard 
to use of school's pitch out of hours.  Action points 3 to 6 confirmed cleared.  GH attended 
the P7 information evening and provided a list of new email addresses for inclusion in the 
Parent Council contact list.    
4
Head Teacher Report
4.1
Barry Mochan provided the report on behalf of Maura McNeil, as summarised below:

· Junior School have achieved a Pupil Council citizenship award for their work with local foodbanks and the elderly;

· P7 two day induction visit has taken place and parent information evening.  An enhanced induction will be held for those receiving placing requests;

· S1 IDL week included a visit to the Grosvenor cinema;

· S2 are completing course choices;

· S3 at Bronze and Silver DoE, Biology field trip held at Pollok Park, two groups (one girls, one boys) on Shine and Strength being run by I Lead looking at self esteem and roles.  Teachers have been observing classes and focus groups held with pupils.  Reports in progress and profiles being completed;

· Senior School completed SQA exam diet and attended masterclasses.  Course choice interviews at end May to confirm/amend choices provisionally made in March.  Opportunity to discuss exam results with school on 6 August.  Timetable for new year started 1 June for all new S5/S6.  The Senior Conference looked at school improvement plan priorities, obtaining feedback on the replacement Code of Conduct and presentations were given by Skills Development Scotland as well as there being opportunities to volunteer.  The Captain selection process is underway, applications and interviews completed with voting next Monday;

· new S5 parents' information evening was on 28 May;

· new S6 UCAS input is starting and University visits from Glasgow, Strathclyde and St. Andrews Medical arranged for first two weeks of next year.  Some students are at Glasgow Uni taster weeks;

· old S6 now left and have Prom arranged for c100 pupils.  Some achieved Mark Scott Awards;

· Trips being held including the Choir in Italy, Belgium Battlefields, London Colour Run;

· Awards Ceremony arranged for 22 June and Reward Trips arranged for Blackpool, Edinburgh Zoo and Blairdrummond Safari Park;

· a query was raised with regard to staffing levels for next year and it was noted that there will be a significant number of new staff (most arranged now) though not as many as last year, partly due to the use of probationers on one-year contracts.  The school will need to make new teachers aware of any recent developments e.g. new Code of Conduct.

5
Date of next meeting to be set
5.1
The date of the next meeting was provisionally set for 3 September 2015 at 7pm but 
suitability to be checked with Maura McNeil and alternative date of 27 August proposed.    

6
AOB
6.1
A query was raised with regard to land adjacent to the school and whether this could be 
obtained for use as an eco yard.  It was noted that this had been suggested before and met 
with the general approval of the school but it is not known what happened thereafter.  The 
land suggested is an electricity substation but it was noted that the land behind that belongs 
to the Council and may be more suitable.    

6.2
The possibility of using solar panels was discussed but it was noted that Amey has 
responsibility for the building and it would probably be more appropriate to contact the local 
Councillor to ask what the Council's policy is in this respect.

Action points









Responsible
1
To consider other potential funding sources/grant applications

DH/LF/AG

2
To include new email addresses in Parent Council contact list

MO'D

3
To finalise May minutes for inclusion in school website


MO'D

4
To confirm date of next meeting and communicate this to MO'D

LF/BM/MM

5
To reconsider possibility of contacting GCC regarding land use - 

MO'D


include on agenda for next meeting to seek MM input
