MINUTES

HYNDLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

MEETING 21 APRIL 2016 7PM 

Present
Parents





Staff
Gary Howorth (Chair)



Maura McNeil (Head Teacher)

Myrna O'Donnell (Secretary)



Louise Edgerton (Depute Head Teacher)
Jane Duckett





Barry Mochan (Depute Head Teacher)

Dorothy Hooper

Caron McDonald




Apologies
Rachel McNeill

Jackie Murray





Alison Guthrie (Treasurer)
John Murray





Andrew Cruickshank








Carol Kurtyka









Amanda Storey




Matters discussed











1
Welcome 
2
Approval of minutes of previous meeting – 11 February 2016 (pre circulated)

2.1
Approval of the 11 February draft minutes was proposed by John Murray and seconded by 
Rachel McNeill.

3
Matters arising from minutes/ update on action points

3.1
Action points 1 and 3 were cleared.  No volunteer has come forward in relation to action 
point 2 (SNAG) but as this is open to the wider parent forum it does not need to be an action 
point for the Parent Council. 

4
Head Teacher Report
4.1
Maura McNeil provided her report, as summarised below:

· S1 reports will be issued in the next couple of weeks.  IDL week, John Muir awards in May;

· S2 options process, careers carousel, parents' evening next Tuesday;

· S3 working away, class visits soon;

· S4-S6 supported study and Easter revision well attended;

· S6 leavers celebration, paintball and prom being held;

· IDL week – over 90 pupils doing Duke of Edinburgh, 55 going to Blairvadach and around 50 to London.  S2 and S3s in school will be focusing on communication and employability with a trip to the cinema etc;

· Talent show was held pre holidays and a Chamber music evening was held;

· Primary visits – the 2 day induction will be at the end of May;

· the Junior Council are leading on the school's vision, values and aims;

· the new Food Policy will be introduced once the Senior pupils go on study leave;

· it was brought to the school's attention that the science element of the Challenge Group/CREST programme does not appear to be happening on a Thursday and this will be looked into.

5
School improvement plan 
5.1
Maura McNeil explained that 'How Good is our School 4' has been issued – a self evaluation 
document which HMIE use.  It gives examples of what a level 5 scoring (very good) would 
look like.  Maura picked out 2 features of highly effective practice and 3 challenge questions 
for the Parent Council to consider.    

5.2
The bulk of the time available was spent considering challenge question 1 – Is our Parent 
Council representative of all parents and carers in the school and their social, economic and 
cultural backgrounds?  If not, what are we doing to address this?:   

· it was clear to all Parent Council attendees that they are not representative, for example, by SIMD rating or of ethnic groups;

· what can be done to address this is more difficult to answer and a number of options were considered.  Some key points included the need to improve communication, ensuring everyone in the Parent Forum is aware they are welcome to attend Parent Council meetings and providing information on when and where these are held.  The difficulties in contacting the Parent Forum was discussed and options such as Twitter, the Hyndland News, Parents' evenings considered.  How best to represent parents/carers who do not wish to attend the meetings was also discussed;

· it was agreed that we would: 1) ask Kathryn Farrow what other secondary schools do to get other parents' views – Dorothy Hooper agreed to do this; 2) request to attend the final Parent Council meeting of the year for each of the 4 associated primary schools, to promote our Parent Council – Rachel McNeill agreed to make the initial contact with each school and advise dates to see who is available to attend; 3) attend parents' evenings, particularly for S1-S3, to ask what they want the Parent Council to discuss e.g. using post its – the next meeting is for S2 on 28 April and Jackie Murray and Dorothy Hooper agreed to attend at 4.15pm.  We will also continue to attend the P7 parents' information evening, which is to be held on 25 May at 7pm – Jane Duckett agreed to attend to give her perspective given she is new to the Parent Council.

6
Fundraising – grant application update
6.1
No update is available this meeting – to be carried forward. 
7
AOB
7.1
There is an opportunity to become involved in a National Strategic Conference being held 
on 14 September 2016.  Nominations to be sent by 10 June – details to be forwarded to 
Dorothy Hooper.
7.2
Recruitment and selection training opportunities if anyone is interested.
7.3
Other training courses (online safety and anti-bullying) also available if anyone is interested.

7.4
The school was congratulated on its press coverage.

7.5
The timing of the AGM on 2 June is to be moved to 6pm to enable Maura McNeil to attend 
the school's performance of We Will Rock You.  The AGM will include a report from the 
Chair and the Treasurer covering what we do/have done over the past year.  The AGM 
details should be provided in the Hyndland News.  Maura McNeil will provide potential 
dates suitable to the school for circulation prior to, and agreement at, the 2 June meeting.  

7.6
It was noted that the secretary should check the school pigeon hole for Parent Council post 
regularly, at least at every meeting.

Action points









Responsible
1
Check status re science element of CREST programme


Maura McNeil

2
Ask Kathryn Farrow what other secondary schools do to get

Dorothy Hooper


parents' views


3
Contact associated primary schools with a view to attending their next
Rachel McNeill


Parent Council meeting



4
Attend S2 parents' evening on 28 April




Jackie Murray/












Dorothy Hooper

5
Attend P7 parents' information evening on 25 May



Jane Duckett

6
Dates of S1 and S3 parents' evenings to be obtained


Maura McNeil

7
Details re Strategic Conference to be forwarded to Dorothy

Myrna O'Donnell

8
Potential dates for PC meetings 2016/17 to be provided in advance
Maura McNeil


of next meeting on 2 June




