MINUTES

HYNDLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

MEETING 2 JUNE 2016 6PM 

Present
Parents





Staff
Gary Howorth (Chair)



Maura McNeil (Head Teacher) 

Myrna O'Donnell (Secretary)



Laura Forrester (Depute Head Teacher)
Alison Guthrie (Treasurer)




Susan Aitken

Ruth Bacon





Apologies
Ed Quartey

Andrew Cruickshank




Fiona Howorth


Jane Duckett





Rachel McNeill
Dorothy Hooper




John Murray

Jackie Murray






Matters discussed











1
Welcome 
2
Approval of minutes of previous meeting – 21 April 2016 (pre circulated)

2.1
Approval of the 21 April draft minutes was proposed by Dorothy Hooper and seconded by 
Gary Howorth.

3
Matters arising from minutes/ update on action points

3.1
Action point 1 John Greehan was feeding back to Rachel McNeill.  Action points 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 7 were cleared.  Action point 6 is for next year and point 8 is on the agenda.  Thanks 
were noted to the volunteers who attended the S2 parents' evening and P7 parents' info 
evening.  The P7 parents noted the twitter feed as a good source of info.

3.2
Dorothy Hooper noted (re point 2) that the ideas provided by Kathryn Farrow were things 
we were already doing, for example, contacting feeder primaries, going to  
parents'/information evenings.  It was suggested that we advertise topics for forthcoming 
meetings and provide bulletpoints of what we have been doing in the Newsletter.

3.3
Following contact with the feeder primaries parent councils, a request was received by 
Rachel McNeill from Broomhill Primary to run online safety training at HSS.   Maura 
McNeil proposed that the PC could run this as part of their first meeting next year, in a 
workshop format with HSS teacher(s) running the training.  All four associated primaries 
could be invited as well as the HSS parent forum.  There would be no need to ask Respect 
Me to deliver.  This would help promote the PC.  Myrna O'Donnell is to contact Rachel 
McNeill to advise her so that she can respond to Broomhill Primary.  

4
Head Teacher Report
4.1
Maura McNeil provided her report, as summarised below:

· P7 two induction days held for 160 pupils and another induction is being held next week for 18 pupils receiving placing requests.  This covers 16 primary schools.  There are placing request appeals outstanding.  The information evening was well attended; 

· S1 reports issued.  IDL week, all achieved John Muir award; at Science Centre today;

· S2 options process nearing end;

· S3 reports due next week with profiles written by pupils;

· S4 (new S5) behaviour and attendance through exam period commended.  Conference was on Tuesday, interviews on Wednesday and RME conference today.  Timing early to allow 2 weeks classes pre Summer break;

· S5 (new S6) option choices tomorrow then onto timetable;

· old S6 leavers ceremony and paintball were pre study leave, prom is in 2 weeks;

· DofE is ongoing for Bronze and Silver, Exel award students also doing DofE;

· School show was excellent;

· staffing – two retirals – Bill Sargent (Alan Furniss has been appointed PT) and Jackie Jamieson (readvertising for PT Maths).  Alan, art, and Susie Landers, pupil support, are also leaving;

· a new column structure has been introduced for S5/S6 subject choices based on pupils 5 top subjects;

· the Caledonian Hub use is subject to funding negotiations;

· Unis are suggesting breadth is more important than depth therefore additional Highers preferable.  Higher Politics is therefore being run rather than Advanced Higher Modern Studies.  Photography is popular and successful so additional cameras have been acquired so another class can be run next year.

5
 Dates of meetings for 2016/17 
5.1
The dates proposed by Maura McNeil in advance of the meeting were agreed.  These are 1 
September 2016, 13 October 2016, 24 November 2016, 2 February 2017, 30 March 2017 
and 1 June 2017.  Parents Information evenings are being moved to 6pm rather than 7pm.     

6
Dragons Den updates
6.1
Maura McNeil reported back on what the monies granted by the Parent Council to the 
various pupil groups was used for:

· Debating Society £250 – used to grow the club and entered a number of competitions to get experience and increase number of members.  Sustainable as running bake sales etc to raise funds;

· Music Department £300 – purchased drum kit so that increased numbers can get lessons and practice opportunities;

· Photography £300 – purchased a Pro Micro Tripod and lighting equipment which is being used both in school and by the club for increased numbers of pupils;

· Eco Committee £32.50 – for gum collectors (trial) – this did not go ahead as not supported by local businesses so was used to buy litter pickers instead;

· Drama Club £250 – to put on production of Little Shop of Horrors – this did not go ahead and the monies were instead used for this year's production We Will Rock You and for the purchase of mics.

7
AOB
7.1
None.  The PC noted their thanks to Maura McNeil for providing refreshments.

Action points









Responsible
1
Check status re science element of CREST programme


Myrna O'Donnell

2
Contact Broomhill Primary school re online safety training proposals
Rachel McNeill

3
Advertise online safety workshop 1 September



TBA

4
Dates of S1 and S3 parents' evenings to be obtained


Maura McNeil

