MINUTES

HYNDLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

MEETING 13 OCTOBER 2016 7PM 
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Dorothy Hooper (Acting Chair)
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Barry Mochan (Depute Head Teacher)
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Mary Dunne





Apologies
Alison Guthrie

Graham Hamilton




Ruth Bacon

Marie-Therese Martin




Caron Brown

Rachel McNeill 




Andrew Cruickshank



Jackie Murray

John Murray

Mari Steven

Amanda Storey






Matters discussed











1
Chair for meeting

Dorothy Hooper kindly offered to act as Chair for the evening.

2
Welcome and Introductions
3
Approval of minutes of previous meeting – 1 September 2016 (pre circulated)

3.1
Approval of the 1 September draft minutes was proposed by John Murray and seconded by 
Susan Aitken.

4
Matters arising from minutes/ update on action points

4.1
Action point 1: CREST project

Maura McNeil indicated that there was a communications breakdown last year and apologised for this.  However, there is no guarantee it will be run this year as this is dependent on staff and their other commitments.  Pupil/parent expectations will be managed.  The possibility of parents or Glasgow Uni students running this instead was considered but this presents issues in relation to PVG checks, Health & Safety or timing difficulties.  

4.2
Action point 2: Produce proposal for improved communications

Mil Stricevic was not at the meeting so this was deferred to our next meeting, the main topic of which is to be communications.

4.3
Action point 3: Invite School Captains to meetings

Maura McNeil confirmed invites had been issued but no reminder issued as the school is on holiday for the October break.

4.4
Action point 4: Feasibility of fundraising quiz night to assess

Mari Steven advised that a provisional date has been set for the quiz - 18 November.  PA to be borrowed from the school and one of 3 local venues to be confirmed.  Maura McNeil advised that the school could print tickets, sell these and advertise on twitter and by text, if Mari emails in the final details.  £5 per ticket to be charged.  The previous format of bringing a dish, raffle, trophy etc will be maintained.

4.5
Action point 5: Alternative funding sources for outdoor seating to review

Mari Steven advised that her review identified 10 potential sources of funding for the seating.  She will email to the school her proposed wording for applications to ensure accurate and to advise whether funding previously received from these sources.  The school can fund £500 and is looking to raise £2,500.  Maura will arrange for pictures of the preferred seating.  Maura also advised that a grant of c £1,000 had been received in conjunction with Hyndland Primary School in relation to pollination and will be used for the flower beds/foliage.  A question was raised in relation to the Council land next to the substation but it was stressed that if this land was to be cut back and transferred to Parent Council ownership, the Parent Council would need to enter into a long term commitment to maintain the land.

5
Head Teacher Report
5.1
Maura McNeil provided her report, as summarised below:

· number of interactions ongoing with current P7s;

· S1 has settled well.  140 youngsters went on the Barcaple trip, which was more modern, clean, good quality food though will work with school on more food choice for next year (provisionally booked).  Tracking reports in progress.  Halloween disco arranged for afternoon of 31 October, organised by Senior pupils;

· S2 working well;

· S3 settling into option choices.  72 attended DoE taster today which leads to less drop off in numbers later on.  Parents' evening to be held after the holiday;

· S4 tracking reports issued;

· S5/S6 tracking reports issued and looking at support.  Glasgow is one of 7 local authorities where government funding is being provided to increase attainment.  Secondary schools are included this year and Hyndland has received £59,747 to be spent in set categories.  It will be used for 2 additional acting principal teachers, one to work with Thornwood and Whiteinch primaries to enhance the transition between P6, P7 and S1 given tracking data shows homework tail off for pupils in SIMD 1 and 2.  A homework club will also be set up in Whiteinch library, using S3s and S4s.  The other PT will address the move from broad general education to S4, initially looking at S4 lower attaining pupils or with attendance issues.  The aim is to maximise qualifications from this support.  There will also be additional staffing for bi-level science classes and Maths and English support.  There will be 2 study weekends, one targeted at specific S3 and Senior pupils, the other as for last year which was heavily subsidised with a charge of £40-£50 being made.  The supported study period will be extended from 3 to 6 weeks and 3 Saturday mornings will be tried.  Details will be provided after the October break.  As the school has no wifi, wifi points and tablets have been purchased for trial in science and social subjects;

· Jodie Stewart has been appointed PT for PE/Drama and Steven Shields PT for Mathematics;

· Extra curricular activities are busy.  Hyndland Fox and James Allan have provided sponsorship for school football team strips.

6
Full examination results analysis
6.1
Please refer to the full presentation pack, which Maura McNeil presented to the meeting.

6.2
Some key points noted were the mix of pupils in the school with 25-30% from SIMD 1 and 
2 and c35% from SIMD 9 and 10.  SIMD is the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation with 
1 and 2 representing the most deprived areas and 9 and 10 the most affluent areas.  The 
exam results presented do not reflect the Post Results service (16 of the 83 reviews 
requested resulted in a higher grade) nor awards made in lower categories e.g. National 4 
where the higher category e.g. National 5 was not achieved.

6.3
The results were very good, particularly for the National 5s, in which category the school 
recorded their biggest success ever.  Maura considers that the results may fluctuate slightly 
in future years.  She does not think they can forever continue increasing.  The most 
disappointing result is the 1+ Advanced Higher, where the school continues to suffer from 
pupils' success in obtaining unconditional offers from Universities and  do not always 
complete their studies.  This is a resource issue as staff continue to be used to provide 
Advanced Higher courses for smaller numbers of pupils.  Different universities have 
differing views as to whether pupils should study Advanced Highers in S6 or increase their 
range of Highers.

6.4
Hyndland's performance is considerably ahead of other Glasgow schools and is also ahead 
of its virtual comparators.  A close analysis of the results shows that the only category of
 
pupils where performance is slightly poorer than its virtual comparators is for the top 20% 
performers in S4, which shows these as being SIMD 9 and 10 pupils, and this possibly 
results from 8 subjects being studied in Hyndland.  Performance for these pupils evens out 
in S5.

6.5
The Additional Support Needs database is hugely beneficial and enables support to be 
targeted.  Attainment discussions are held with staff.  All S4 leavers are in SIMD 1 and 2.  
Hyndland looks to long-term destinations rather than initial destinations as some of these are 
short-term and drop off afterwards.

7
Proposal for communication improvements
7.1
Carried forward to next meeting

8
Feedback from consultation on Governance review
8.1
Dorothy Hooper, Rachel McNeill and Alison Guthrie had all attended the meeting on 3 
October.  Dorothy advised that it is considering "Decisions should be taken at school level" 
and the Government are seeking views from stakeholders including parents.  We can all log 
on and answer the consultation questions – closing date 6 
January 2017.  We should also 
consider whether to respond as a body as well as individually – this is to be considered at the 
next meeting on 24 November.  Myrna O'Donnell to circulate the consultation by email and 
the school is to issue via twitter.

9
Fundraising update
9.1
This was already covered at 4.5 above.  Dorothy Hooper will also chase Waitrose and Mari Steven will approach Morrisons and Sainsbury's for food for the quiz.

10
AOB
10.1
The sexual  harassment newsbeat article was referred to and it was noted that neither GCC or the school's views were sought so the validity could be questioned.  It is considered that it is likely that there is low level harassment within the school.  Maura advised that there have been no reported incidents and that it is not always male to female but can also be the other way round.  Various examples were discussed which had not been raised by pupils at the time they happened, to either the school or parents.  The school address this issue through tailored pastoral care and assembly themes and young people are encouraged to respect others' rights and to speak up if they are not comfortable about any matters and challenge behaviours.  Parents are also encouraged to have conversations with their young people and to refer any incidents to the school.  The school also lead young people through online audits to look at their health and wellbeing.  The article is to be circulated again along with the minutes.

10.2
It was agreed that the National Parent Forum of Scotland survey on parental involvement should be circulated to the Parent Council email listing to enable interested parents to complete this by the deadline of 31 October.

10.3
A parent had highlighted the issue of the No 4/4A bus service being curtailed.  The school previously tweeted the link to the online petition and provided input to local Councillors.  It was agreed that the Parent Council should contact local Councillors as soon as possible to voice our concern, sign the petition and put out a link to the petition.

10.4
The training dates available were noted for any interested parents.  It is likely that The Cost of the School Day workshop will be run again so it is not necessary for the school to host at this time.  This is noted to be a big issue, however, for the school given the large number of SIMD 1 and 2 pupils.
Action points









Responsible
1
Produce proposal for improved communications



Mil Stricevic

2
Quiz night to be arranged with details to the school so tickets can


 be printed, sold and advertised and food donations requested

Mari Steven

3
Funding applications to be made for outdoor seating in liaison


 with the school







Mari Steven

4
Governance review consultation to be emailed to parent council

Myrna O'Donnell


 mailing list and link to be tweeted by school



Maura McNeil

5 
Chase Waitrose re fundraising





Dorothy Hooper

6
Circulate sexual harassment link with these minutes


Myrna O'Donnell

7
Circulate NPFS survey on parental involvement



Myrna O'Donnell

8
Contact local Councillors re bus service curtailment, sign petition

Dorothy Hooper


 on behalf of parent council and ask school to retweet link to petition
Maura McNeil

