Mitch Winehouse and Russell Brand Launch Drug Awareness Programme in Schools
Comedian Russell Brand and Mitch Winehouse have teamed up to campaign for better drug and alcohol awareness in schools. The Amy Winehouse Foundation’s Resilience Programme has been in launched in schools to tell young people the truth about drugs and alcohol, and to give them more information about the choices they make. 

Russell Brand has been open about his previous drug use, saying “It is 10 years since I used drugs or drank alcohol and my life has improved immeasurably”, but has also spoken publicly about the need for more to be done to prevent young people from making similar poor choices as the singer Amy Winehouse. Some may find the decision for such a programme to be delivered in schools controversial, but Brand has stated that it is where such programmes are needed the most: "I remember when I was a kid, the reason drugs first became attractive to me was because I felt kind of lonely, I felt sad”.

Mitch Winehouse, whose daughter Amy died of alcohol poisoning at age 27 in July 2011, said that drugs education needed to be more than just telling young people what to do:  “We’re not saying to them don’t do it – we would never do that – we’re saying this is what would happen to you – you make the choice.” The programme is currently being piloted in 50 schools in the London area.
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