MINUTES

HYNDLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

MEETING 1 JUNE 2017 7PM 
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Marie Therese Martin








Caron McDonald
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Carol Kurtyka 








Mari Steven








Amanda Storey

Annual General Meeting (AGM)
Matters discussed











1
Welcome 
1.1
Thanks to Myrna O'Donnell for preparing all the paperwork ahead of the meeting, despite not being able to attend.
2
Approval of minutes of previous AGM – 2 June 2016 (pre circulated)

2.1
Approval of the 2 June draft minutes was proposed by Dorothy Hooper and seconded by Alison Guthrie.

2.2
No matters arising

3
Chair's Report

3.1
The Chair's report (attached - Appendix 1) was read out by Dorothy Hooper.  Only one correction was proposed - the total amount raised by the Quiz Night was £240, not £180

4
Treasurer's Report
4.1
The Treasurer's report (attached - Appendix 2) was read out by Alison Guthrie.

5
Election of Officers
5.1
The following officers were elected

	Office
	Candidate
	Proposer
	Seconder

	Secretary
	Myrna O'Donnell
	Alison Guthrie
	Rachel McNeill

	Treasurer
	Alison Guthrie
	Jackie Murray
	Dorothy Hooper

	Co-Chair
	Dorothy Hooper
	Andrew Cruickshank
	Alison Guthrie

	Co-Chair
	Jane Duckett
	Andrew Cruickshank
	Alison Guthrie

	Vice Chair
	Andrew Cruickshank
	Alison Guthrie
	Jackie Murray


5.2
Note that Jane Duckett was not present at the meeting so her nomination has to be confirmed.  Note also that Myrna O'Donnell has stated that this will be her last year in the role.

Parent Council Meeting
6
Minutes of previous meeting (pre-circulated)

6.1
Approval of the 30 March draft minutes was proposed by Dorothy Hooper and seconded by Andrew Cruickshank.

6.2
Matters arising:

· Dorothy Hooper had confirmed that Hyndland Bowling Club were happy for the school to use their clubhouse for future events (such as Quiz Nights).  However it transpired that Paul Downie (Teacher) had already been in touch with them with regard to a Quiz Night he is arranging.

· The S3 subject choices were still not appearing on the school website.   John Greechan is to ensure that this is updated.

· Treasurer's and Chair's reports were produced for this meeting and have been attached as Appendices 1 & 2.

· All other action points have been addressed in items below.

7
Head Teacher Report
7.1
Maura McNeil provided her report, as summarised below:

· The P7 transition is underway.  150 pupils have been confirmed and attended the recent induction days, and a further session is being arranged for the remaining 30 pupils who have been awarded placement requests since then.   There are currently 180 pupils scheduled to join, with 5 on a waiting list.  An information evening for parents was well attended.

· S1 reports have been issued. They recently completed a very successful IDL week (Inter Disciplinary Learning), in which they achieved the John Muir award.   This incorporated activities such as litter picking in the local area and a trip to a wind farm.

· S2 course choices are nearly complete.   The 'Brilliant Club' have been participating in a programme in conjunction with Glasgow University.   The Art Club have just finished their exhibition of pictures at Partickhill Bowling Club.

· S3 reports are due in a week's time.

· S2 and S3 had a range of activities to choose from during IDL week, including trips within Glasgow (open top bus, Mugdock, Grosvenor cinema), trips to Madrid and Blairvadach, also the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award.  Rachel McNeill noted that the Duke of Edinburgh participants were underemployed during their time in school.   Maura is to follow up with the teachers responsible.

· S4 SQA examinations are now complete. Attendance, behaviour etc has been excellent throughout.   These students have now moved up to S5, and have attended an S5 conference and individual interviews this week.  They are now back at school.

· S5 examinations are also complete.   S6 conference and interviews are underway and their new timetable starts next week.

· S6 examinations are almost complete.   All that remains for them is a leavers ceremony, distribution of yearbook and end of year prom.

· Duke of Edinburgh Silver expeditions are currently underway.

· The football club have concluded a successful year by playing a leading role in the creation of a cup competition with local schools organised by Celtic football club to celebrate the 'Lisbon Lions' anniversary this year.

· Mila Stricevic from S2 became an outstanding ambassador for the school by winning a competition for which the prize was a table for Mila and 9 friends from school at a charity dinner also attended by President Barack Obama.

· Hyndland's role as a 'School of Tennis' has progressed, with a tournament for S1-S3 organised for the end of this week.

· Staffing news.   There are 3 retirals taking place at the end of this session:

· Ms Wright (PT, Support for Learning)

· Mr McNicol (Mathematics Teacher)

· Ms Lynch (Business and Administration Teacher)

· Ms Wright's post has already been filled, and the other two roles have been advertised and interviews are expected to take place before the end of term. In addition, the school has a full complement of probationers for the next academic year.
  With the exception of a maternity leave post for Health and Food Technology (HFT), the school is expected to be fully staffed at the beginning of the next session.    The impact of the unfilled HFT post is that this subject cannot be offered to S5 and S6 in the coming year.  Students wishing to study these subjects are to be encouraged to look at local FE options.

· Parents evenings have always been held in the past on a Thursday evening.  In response to parental and staff requests, they are to be spread more evenly through the week this year, with two each on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

· Arrangements have been made for election day on 8 June as follows:

· S1-S3 will be in school all day, in the Airlie building, following a modified timetable

· S4-S6 will be at Hyndland Parish Church for a morning RE conference

· Sports day will be held at the West of Scotland Cricket Club, involving up to 100 pupils from S1-S3

· Dress rehearsals for the School Show (Beauty and the Beast) will take place at Cottiers Theatre.

· Regarding the School Show, Mil Stricevic commented that this year the ticket price was £8 for an adult ticket, possibly making it less affordable for a family of 4 to attend.   Ticket sales have been slow to date, but are expected to pick up closer to the date.

· S5 choices have been made but are expected to change before the start of the next academic session.   Changes usually occur after individual interviews with students (underway now) and after the results come out in August.  The goal is always to get students into their 1st choice subjects, which was achieved for 96% of students last year.

· S6 students are still able to take subjects at other schools, however this is happening less now than it has done in previous years, due to an increased breadth of options available at Hyndland.

· The secondment of Maura McNeil to a Quality Improvement role at Education Services was discussed. Maura remains HT Monday-Wednesday every week, then for Thursday-Friday:

· Louise Edgerton is Acting HT

· Ms Hayes is Acting DHT

· Mr Downie is Acting PT (Science)

8
Fundraising
8.1
Outdoor seating.  Mari Steven had forwarded an email she had sent to the school's management team requesting information to progress the application for funding for the purchase of high quality outdoor seating for the school playground.  Louise Edgerton undertook to ensure that Laura Forrester's reply had reached Mari.

8.2
Quiz Night.  Paul Downie (Teacher) is organising a Quiz Night, with the primary aim of raising money for the football team.   He had requested a suitable date from the Parent Council.  15 September was chosen.

8.3 
Gala Dinner.  Paul Downie is also planning to organise a Gala Dinner as a fundraiser, again aimed at raising money for the football team. A number of the parents of members of the football team have already expressed an interest

9
Notre Dame High School

9.1
Shirley McCrae is a parent of pupils at both Hyndland Secondary and Notre Dame Primary.  Parents at Notre Dame Primary are proposing that Notre Dame Secondary should become co-educational, so that it would be available to all primary pupils, not just the girls.   Education Services have indicated that a consultation would be carried out if there was sufficient interest from neighbouring Secondary schools.   Hyndland Secondary Parent Council fully supports the request for a consultation.

10
Dates of Meetings

10.1
The following dates were approved for next year's meetings:

	Date
	Meeting

	24 August 2017
	S1 Information Evening

	31 August 2017
	Parent Council

	15 September 2017
	Quiz Night

	5 October 2017
	P7 Information Evening

	12 October 2017
	Parent Council

	23 November 2017
	Parent Council

	18 January 2018
	Parent Council

	15 March 2018
	P7 Information Evening

	22 March 2018
	Parent Council

	23 May 2018
	P7 Information Evening

	7 June
	Parent Council


11
School Improvement Plan

11.1
Maura outlined priorities for the school for the next academic year, in line with the National Improvement Framework.

· Priority 1 includes changes to the BGE and assessment arrangements for N4 and N5, also changes to PST time and implementation of a training programme by Dylan Wiliam;

· Priority 2 includes leadership improvements for staff and students;

· Priority 3 includes improvement in parental engagement, including the 'show my homework' application and a focus on attendance.

11.2
Maura outlined the bid submitted to Glasgow City Council for the additional resources needed to meet the plan, including a Nurture Base for the school.

11.3
A summary of the School Improvement Plan is included as Appendix 3.   A proposal for the funding bid is included as Appendix 4.

12
Communication
12.1
Mil Stricevic had produced a flyer to be distributed at a recent parents evening for S2 parents to find out about S3 course choices.   (The flyer is attached as Appendix 5.)

12.2
The flyer had not been distributed due to lack of key people at the time of the meeting. It was also unclear whether the source of the flyer should more properly be the School or the Parent Council.  Since a priority for next year is Parental Engagement, it could be a useful starting point for gauging parents' satisfaction with current communications.   The flyer has been sent to Maura McNeil for review.

12.3
Shirley McCrae said there was a very effective link person on the Notre Dame Primary parent council and offered to put them in contact with Hyndland Secondary.

12.4
Dorothy Hooper offered to progress research into use of social media as a means to communicate with parents, through links with the Scottish Parent Teacher Council. 

12.5
Susan Aitken volunteered to join a communications subgroup.

12.6
Dorothy Hooper proposed we make Communications the main topic for the first Parent Council meeting of the next academic session.

13
AOB
13.1
No further business.

	Action Points
	Responsible

	1
	Confirm Jane Duckett's willingness to stand as co-Chair with Dorothy Hooper.
	Dorothy Hooper

	2
	Improve activities during IDL week for DofE students when in school.
	Maura McNeil

	3
	Confirm that information provided by Laura Forrester to Mari Steven to progress purchase of outdoor seating.
	Louise Edgerton

	4
	Communicate support for Notre Dame Primary parents' request for a consultation into ND secondary becoming co-educational.
	Shirley McCrae


