MINUTES

HYNDLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL

MEETING 1 FEBRUARY 2018 6PM 

Present
Parents





Staff
Dorothy Hooper (Chair)



Louise Edgerton (Acting Head Teacher) 

Myrna O'Donnell (Secretary)



Laura Forrester (Depute Head Teacher)

Susan Aitken









Fiona Bell





Pupils
Andrew Cruickshank






Alastair Dalton-Hopwood



Kitty McNeill (Captain)

Colin Hamilton




Sophie Parke (Captain)

Marie-Therese Martin






Angela McKay




Apologies
Rachel McNeill 







Jackie Murray





Ruth Bacon

John Murray





Stephanie Dundas

Jean Sutherland




Carol Kurtyka

Tom Wilson





Shirley McCrae










Tracy McKelvie








Amanda Storey








Mil Stricevic

Matters discussed











1
Welcome and Introductions  

2
Approval of minutes of previous meeting – 23 November 2017 (pre circulated)

2.1
Approval of the 23 November draft minutes was proposed by Tom Wilson and seconded by 
Dorothy Hooper.   

3
Matters arising from minutes/ update on action points

3.1
Point 3 – finalise the social media policy – is to be carried forward.  Points 1, 4 and 6 have 
been cleared and points 2 and 5 are included later in the agenda.  Thanks were noted to 
Jackie Murray and Caron McDonald for providing teas at the Christmas Concert.  However, 
as there is no longer a break in the middle of the concert, this is to be reconsidered in 
October/November as felt not worthwhile providing at the end of the evening – possibly do 
at start and perhaps collect donations for charity?

4
Head Teacher Report
4.1
Louise Edgerton provided her report, as Acting Head Teacher, as summarised below:

· Maura McNeil will be back 3 days/week after the February weekend;

· P7 panel visits ongoing with 4 associated primaries.  Enhanced transition this year for more vulnerable pupils and working with their parents on how they can help;

· Junior Council conference held covering issues in the community, PST, catering, foodbank and eco;

· S2 options process underway.  A carousel will be held on 1 March with parents invited to be involved as well as local partners such as Sainsbury's and the Police;

· Glasgow University's input for S1, S2 and S3 very helpful;

· S3 interim reports issued and targeted support offered.  Continuing with the foodbank appeal;

· S4 with S5/S6 have had their assessment period  and masterclasses.  S4 parents' night is 15 February, where SQA will be available for drop in sessions.  The Blairvadich study weekend was successful, with 50 young people attending (full capacity).  Another weekend is to be held for S5 and S6 shortly.  S5 and S6 parents' night scheduled for 27 February;

· S6 is busy with communications for prom, yearbook etc.  They have kept focussed this year;

· Detailed prelim analysis for every subject area will be carried out, meeting with Principal Teachers.  Early indications are very positive.  Invigilators wrote to say impressed by the pupils;

· A curriculum rationale paper has been prepared and is on the website, covering the Junior and Senior phase – Louise recommended reading it;

· The nurture group has started for S2 and S1 will be starting soon.  A number of training sessions have been run with 30 staff attending;

· GCC is carrying out a digital literacy refresh and from October 2018 every member of staff and pupil will get an ipad  (a pilot is underway).  There will be training implications;

· MCR pathways is being rolled out across secondary schools.  Mentoring from trained volunteers of all backgrounds is provided at group level for S1 and S2 and individual level for S3, with a focus on looked after, young carers, families with addiction, Social Work involvement etc.  Ian McClymont will be based at the school full-time;

· 2 successful speaker nights were held – Mark Beaumont and Eilidh Doyle.  Doug Allan, cameraman for David Attenborough, has been booked for 16 March;

· a merit trip was held to Cineworld for S1 and S2;

· S3 ski trip took place.  Football is strong.  Music live at lunch and other events held as well as Christmas events including Glasgow Cathedral. 

5
School communication improvements update
5.1
Laura Forrester explained that basic training was provided on how to update the website.  A 
new section was created for the Parent Council which has been updated.  Laura met with 
Tracy McKelvie and Susanne Walker (office manager) and Tracy has agreed to update the 
school site twice weekly.  She is working on the administration information first e.g. 
handbook, staff structures, course outlines, calendar.

5.2
A parent perspective was welcomed and information will be included on a year group basis, 
with examples of celebrating success, details of future trips etc.  Tracy will work on her 
suggestions and meet with Laura again in a few weeks' time.  Alan Furniss has indicated 
that traffic on the site is low but this could be because it was so difficult to find anything but 
also as twitter is good for those that use it. Tracy will tweet links to new information.  The 
aim is for the site to be user friendly.  Laura offered to present the new headings etc at our 
next meeting.  It was suggested that we could request the top 3 or 5 things parents would 
want on the website at the upcoming parents' nights for S4/S5/S6 (15 and 27 February) and 
at the S2/S5/S6 information evenings (22 February).  The Captains on behalf of S6 offered 
to attend the meetings and hand out the slips.  Myrna offered to dig out the results of the 
Parent Council's views on this, which we provided last year.

5.3
It was agreed that the publicity of upcoming events could be improved so that parents know 
who the event is aimed at, the date and time and, if appropriate, where tickets can be bought 
and how much they cost.  One example was the Christmas Concert.  An events section could 
be included in the website as well as tweeting details.

5.4
An S1 parent also queried the letter issued before Christmas regarding the finish time on the 
last day before the holidays.  Louise confirmed that the finish times are set by GCC and the 
school officially closes at 2.30pm.  A quiz is provided after lunch.  

5.5
The Parental Engagement Group update will be carried forward to our next meeting.

6
Cost of the school day
6.1 Dorothy noted that 1 in 3 children in Glasgow are in poverty.  It is a Parent Council 
responsibility to consider this.  The school has already reviewed this and made some 
changes.  Three topics for consideration were suggested as Eating at school, School clubs 
and Home learning.

6.2 Louise confirmed that information is issued on transition to those families entitled to free 
school meals.  They know who is entitled but, although information is available on whether 
this is taken up, it is not necessarily discussed.  The amount is available to spend all day not 
just at lunch and can be added to the card system. Food can also be bought to take outside.  
The cabin is not available at the moment and the fuel zone, which only seats 200, is full.  No 
stigma is attached to it.  The menus available for each day could be publicised and S6 pupils 
could speak to other pupils to encourage uptake.  

6.3 The minibus is used for clubs and trips to reduce costs.  Paul Downie submitted a bid for 
£5,700 of area partnership funding and it has just been confirmed that this was successful.  
The school has audited what everyone is involved in from S1-S3.  There is no cost to attend 
clubs.  Trips such as to the panto may be (part) funded by the school based on SIMD/free 
school meals information.  The school fund is used for this.  It was noted that Duke of 
Edinburgh is expensive.  Those receiving free meals get a 
reduced rate.  MCR Pathways 
may be able to support this.     

6.4 The ipads, once available, will probably have controls e.g. switch off at 9pm.  Printing 
should not be required as teachers can see on GLOW.  Whiteinch Community library is 
being used for homework clubs, run by pupils, and looking to open additional hours to cover 
study for exams.  Show My Homework's time guide is considered helpful.  Curriculum and 
resource information is on the website.  Partick and Hillhead libraries are also to be 
approached. 

6.5 Marie-Therese noted that a charitable group, campaigning for higher rates of school clothing 
grant across Scotland, met with John Swinney today.  This is available for all school clothing 
not just uniform.  It was suggested that the school could operate a tie bank so that pupils 
don't need to purchase ties for one off events.  This could be started at the Easter Fair.   

Item 7 postponed to end of meeting
8
Fundraising
8.1 The Gala Dinner was cancelled due to lack of ticket sales.

8.2 The Easter Fair will be held on 24 March from 11am – 2pm as a learning community event 
with sporting activities available for children and music/drama showcased.  Three companies 
have agreed to provide food.  Community police and fire trucks will be there.  Competitions 
will be held.  The Parent Council could run a stall but this would need to fit in with the 
other stalls being run e.g. by local primary schools.  To liaise with Paul Downie to agree 
what we will do.  

8.3 Laura noted we came third in the Tesco poll so will receive £1,000 towards outdoor 
seating.  Quotes were received of £800 per set for wooden furniture.  The Parent Council 
had offered to provide money towards this so once the final cost is known, and what other 
funding is available, we will need to agree our donation.

8.4 The Parent Council has raised £20 so far from EasyFundraising and everyone was 
encouraged to sign up and remember to use this when purchasing online. 

9
AOB
9.1
The S6 prom date of 7 June clashes with the Parent Council AGM so, to allow staff to attend the prom, it was agreed that we would change our date to Wednesday 6 June at 7pm.  This needs to be communicated to the parent forum.  Dorothy suggested that we should start considering dates for next year at our next meeting and that we might want to carry out a poll to see if there is a preferred day and/or time for meetings.

7
Celebrating success
7.1 Most parents were able to stay a bit later to provide input to the Awards Ceremony, 
particularly what we would like to continue, be done differently or stopped.  Post its were 
collected with suggestions from groups of parents and the results summarised below.  Louise 
will ensure these are considered and implement changes where possible, though it was noted 
that the Church has been booked for this year and it is a bit late to fundamentally change 
how it is structured for this year.  It will be considered more fully for next year and the views 
of the Junior and Senior Councils will be obtained.  Alternatives suggested were one 
celebration for each year group or two half school events, though there would be no space 
for parents to attend.  More parents attend the Junior school event so it would have more 
effect at that level.

 
Like/continue







Dressing smartly * 2






The music


The Captains' speech


Sports and non-academic awards


Do differently






Microphone training


Change date so it doesn't clash with GSSO


Start and end on time (be realistic – always runs over)


Different venue?



Change name – annual review?


Not too much music


Accurate letters


More inclusive system


Should be a celebration including everyone


Stop handing out certificates, just read out names


Batch a child's awards so they come up less times


Programme can still individually list the child's achievements


Consider different timing/time of year


Don't like/ stop doing

Excluding young people


Too long


Rehearsing collecting certificates – if only collecting once each could be much more 
streamlined (like Scouts/ DofE)


Awarding many children for all round “1s” becomes tedious, meaningless


Too many speeches


Objectives for success not clear (S1-S3)

Action points









Responsible
1
To finalise social media policy





Dorothy

2
Publicise curriculum rationale paper when issuing minutes


Myrna

3
Request parents' views on what they want on website


Dorothy



4
Circulate parent council views on what they want on website

Myrna


5
Liaise with Paul Downie re Easter Fair stall




Dorothy

6
Communicate change of AGM date





Myrna


7
Reconsider providing teas at Christmas Concert



All – Oct/Nov


