Hyndland Secondary English Department


Intermediate 2 
Dear Parents/Carers,
We understand that this can be a stressful period for both parents and pupils alike.  Many parents often ask us how they can best support their child at this crucial time.  With that in mind, in the following pages you will find some advice and tips on how best to do so to supplement the coursework.
As we are now well into the second year of the course, it is important that your child now consolidates and practises the skills they have learned so far to fully prepare them for the rigours of both the prelim exam in December and of course the real exam in May.  As well as embedding the coursework, good organisation and study habits will also prepare them well for the new challenges of the Higher course next year.
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Close reading (40%)
In this paper, pupils are required to read a passage and answer questions on it.  The questions test their understanding skills, their ability to analyse language and their ability to evaluate it (explain why it is effective).

Tips

Regular past paper revision (2-3 per month at this stage) ensuring your child compares their own answers with the marking key.  This will exemplify and model the format of the answers expected by the SQA.
Encourage your child to read articles from a quality broad sheet on a regular basis. 

The following questions may help to promote a discussion: 

· Ask them what the purpose of the article is?
· How does the writer persuade or manipulate the reader? 
· How does word choice affect meaning? 
· What specific techniques can they pick out? 
· How effective are the beginnings/endings? 
· What signpost words are used to shape the structure of their writing? 

· Can your child summarise the key points from the article?

Literature (40%)
In this paper, your child must show both their knowledge and insight of their studied texts as well as shaping a response to the question.  To help, encourage you child to use mind maps/ spider grams to illustrate the key themes of the texts, characterisation, key quotations, important scenes/episodes, the structure of text etc.  

They are not allowed access to either notes or the text in this exam so it is vital that they can recall key information quickly.  Ask them for their quote sheets and test them – there is no alternative to rote learning here I’m afraid!  Again, ask them to explain the themes explored and how these themes are developed using evidence from the text.  

Regular past paper practice is also vital.  We do not know what your child will be asked about so it is crucial that they try many different questions.  At this stage it is fine to write an answer with the support of their notes but encourage them to time themselves without notes closer to the exam. Then – make sure your child reads over their own work with a critical eye. Encourage them to answer the following questions:
· Does the essay actually answer the question or is it mostly a recount of everything you know about the text? For example, a question which asks about the significance of a key scene should be focussed on this rather than an account of many different scenes.
· Is it technically well written – spelling, grammar punctuation, paragraphing etc?  This is important.

· Have you used topic sentences to structure a coherent, relevant argument?

· Have you used supporting words (also, in addition, similarly, however etc) to shape your answer sensible and logically?

· Does it have clear line of thought rather than going off on a tangent?
Writing Folio (20%)

Your child will also complete 2 pieces of writing which will be externally assessed.  One is to be broadly creative (personal/reflective, story, poem etc) and the other broadly discursive (persuasive, report etc).  They are given a lot of guidance and assistance in these pieces but ultimately it is the pupil’s responsibility to meet the criteria required to pass.  Reading and research are vital to success in this area.

Some final tips!
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This is a course which rewards the industrious.  Little and often at this stage will help prevent last minute nerves and relieve exam stress.  Encourage your child to organise a realistic study timetable which also takes account of their need for fun and relaxation.  They need to set achievable targets, i.e. – half of a close reading in 30 minutes for example and ensure they revise the aspects of the course they are least secure in.  (You would be surprised how many pupils want to revisit a topic they know well rather than attempt the more difficult parts!)  Organisation skills are important in ensuring they maximise their time.  Try to help them see the benefits of a system which allows them to access notes quickly and efficiently, rather than spending 20 minutes looking for a particular quote.

Finally, remember to reward your child for increased effort and diligence.  You will know what tools best help to motivate your child and all of us need a little encouragement!
